language and in its attitude to women. It is awkwardly constructed and uses archaic Spenserian diction, including many unusual words that never occur in Shakespeare. It frequently repeats stock phrases and rhymes, distorts normal word order far more often and more clumsily than Shakespeare did, while its attitude to female frailty is moralizing and misogynistic. By close analysis and comparison, Professor Vickers attributes the poem to John Davies of Hereford (1565-1618), a famous calligrapher and writing master who was also a prolific poet. This book will redefine the Shakespeare canon.
S H A K E S P E A R E , A LOV E R ' S C O M P L A I N T , A N D J O H N DAV I E S O F H E R E F O R D B R I A N V I C K E R S

